2012 Annual Report

National Council on Independent Living

Celebrating 3O Years of Advocacy
As a membership organization, NCIL advances independent living and the rights of people with disabilities through consumer-driven advocacy. 

NCIL envisions a world in which people with disabilities are valued equally and participate fully.

A Message From the Executive Director

 
Dear Advocates and Friends,

 

2012 was a challenging year for the Independent Living community and our nation. Direct threats to our civil rights came in rapid succession and quickly gained momentum in state and federal administrations and legislatures.

 

NCIL members mobilized to defeat attacks on Olmstead, the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

 

When bureaucrats tried to toss aside our right to live in the community; when lobbyists tried to convince Congress to weaken accessibility standards; when Congress threatened to slash Medicaid, the safety net that allows many of our brothers and sisters to breathe the free air of independence, we stood united as one people and sent a clear message: not on our watch.

 

As we celebrated our 30th year of advocacy, the challenges we faced in 2012 did not leave our membership weary and beleaguered. As in years and decades past, the Independent Living community has been galvanized and strengthened through trial. Because the Independent Living Movement is a truly grassroots undertaking, we forge strength from adversity, and we will not rest until our mission to see equality for Americans with disabilities is fully realized.

 

As we reflect on the events the past year, the work left to us grows increasingly urgent. For that reason, I ask that you join the National Council on Independent Living. Your direct participation in the national Independent Living Movement is critical for its success.

 

NCIL continues to provide first class member benefits, including training and technical assistance, insurance benefits, and a world-class Annual Conference. Most importantly, NCIL provides its members with representation on Capitol Hill, ensuring that our voices are heard by those with the power to enact our priorities. I hope you will join us as we build a future of independence for all.

Sincerely, 

 

Kelly Buckland, Executive Director

 
About NCIL

 
The National Council on Independent Living is the longest-running national cross-disability, grassroots organization run by and for people with disabilities. NCIL represents people with disabilities, Centers for Independent Living, Statewide Independent Living Councils, and other organizations that advocate for the human and civil rights of people with disabilities throughout the United States. 

 
NCIL Staff 2012

 
· Dara Baldwin, Policy Analyst

· Kelly Buckland, Executive Director 

· Eleanor Canter, Communications Coordinator

· Thea Ervin, Development Coordinator 

· Tim Fuchs, Operations Director 

· Denise Law, Member Services Associate 

· Jorge Pineda, Accountant

· Rie Terashima, Administrative Assistant 

· Austin Walker, Policy Analyst

· Policy Interns: Lance Pounds, Carol Tyson, Jessica Tourtellotte, and Kenny Kalman

 
NCIL Board of Directors

 
Executive Committee: 

 
· Daniel Kessler, President

· Lou Ann Kibbee, Vice-President

· Pat Puckett, Secretary

· Phil Pangrazio, Treasurer

· Stanley Holbrook, Diversity Chair

· Maureen Ryan, Regional Representative Chair

· Kelly Buckland, Executive Director

Regional Representatives: 
 

Mary Margaret Moore, Cliff Perez, Jan Derry, Jason Wilson, Maureen Ryan, Brenda Stinebuck, Michelle Krajewski, Diane Rovai, Sheri Burns, Roger Howard

 

Members At Large: 

 

Ann McDaniel, Bruce Darling, Mark Derry, Vicki Haws, Jeff Hughes, Shannon Jones

 
Michelle Krajewski, Director of Public Policy at The Whole Person CIL in Kansas City, MO, and Region VII Representative NCIL Board, passed away on August 31, 2012. NCIL mourns the loss of one of our finest advocates and favorite people.

 
Advocacy

In 2012 NCIL worked to advance the social, economic, and political equality of people with disabilities by:
 
· maintaining federal funding for CILs & SILCs without specific cuts to America’s IL Program, 

· achieving introduction in the House of the Workforce Investment Act of 2012, which contains reauthorization of the Rehabilitation Act with specific language drafted by NCIL to include an Independent Living Administration (ILA),

· leading a concerted effort to more effectively measure and promote outcomes of the IL Program, 

· achieving reauthorization of MAP-21, critical transportation legislation, 

· stopping Governor Gregoire of Washington State from jeopardizing Olmstead by appealing MR vs. Dreyfus to the Supreme Court, 

· bringing the voice of the disability community to the table during conversations throughout the year on the US budget and ‘fiscal cliff’,

· stopping legislation attacking the ADA and submitting comments to the Department of Justice regarding the delayed implementation of pool accessibility codes,

· presenting testimony to the Access Board on emergency transportable housing units,

· submitting comments to the Department of Transportation on the accessibility of websites and automated kiosks at U.S. Airports, 

· presenting testimony and working closely with the DC Government on the Red Top Meter Program and new taxi cab legislation, two programs with national visibility, 

· implementing an advocacy outreach plan to educate the Senate on selecting people with disabilities for judiciary positions, and

· sponsoring and participating in the National Forum on Disability Issues.

 
 Accomplishments

 
In 2012 NCIL was increasingly effective in expanding the work of our members and advocating their issues nationally. NCIL also:
 
· celebrated our 30th anniversary,

· maintained a strong and active membership base despite a severe recession and cuts to state budgets, 

· held the 8th annual Policy Briefing webinar for the IL community,

· conducted the bi-annual Legislative and Advocacy Survey of the Membership,

· developed and launched a new website, 

· strengthened outreach through social media,

· diversified revenue with new sources of income from grants, honorariums and sponsorships,

· successfully placed NCIL Policy Internship Program participants in jobs within the disability community, 

· held the 1st Annual Youth Mixer at the 2012 Annual Conference,  

· expanded eligibility for and tripled the number of NCIL Youth Members through outreach, 

· with bipartisan participation, hosted the 6th Annual Congressional Policy Briefing on Capitol Hill to educate members of Congress on Independent Living, and

· implemented memorandums of understanding with the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Department of Veteran Affairs’ Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Service to allow CILs access to emergency shelters during disasters and enable them to work with VR&E counselors to provide Independent Living services that address veterans’ needs.

 
Annual Conference

 
The 2012 Annual Conference on Independent Living was a great success! Over 600 advocates convened in Washington, D.C. for one of the most spirited and passionate conferences ever. Our demands for access and equality reverberated from D.C.’s monumental architecture as we marched to the Capitol. Advocates shouted “Bring it on!” as the downpour began at the rally on Capitol Hill.

 

Speakers and workshop presenters shared personal stories from the past 30 years and led attendees in collective contemplation of the future of our Movement and the miles to go before we sleep. We cheered on our brethren from every part of the nation as they were presented with awards for outstanding commitment to Independent Living in their communities.

 

At NCIL’s 2012 Annual Council Meeting, the membership voted for the positions of Vice-President, Secretary, and Diversity Chair and three Member-at-Large positions. The Regional Representatives in the even-numbered regions were elected before the conference. 

 

NCIL members considered and approved 
two resolutions, a Resolution on Abuse in Government Funded Facilities, and a Resolution on the Exploitation of People with Disabilities. 

 

NCIL honored advocates throughout the nation for outstanding commitment to Independent Living during the Awards Luncheon, spent time browsing the products and services offered by vendors during the Exhibit Fair, then got a little rowdy on the dance floor and had a lot of fun during the 30th Anniversary Celebration.

 

NCIL would like to thank our members for their tireless efforts to bring about full equality for Americans with disabilities, the NCIL staff and Board for their hard work, and the sponsors that made this event possible. 

  
2012 Award Recipients

 
NCIL congratulates the following advocates, who were honored in 2012 for their outstanding commitment to Independent Living and civil rights of people with disabilities.

 
National Advocacy Awards:

 
· President’s Award: Jorge Pineda, fifteen year NCIL staff member

· Frank Harkin Memorial Award: Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human Services

· Corey Rowley National Advocacy Award: Andy Imparato, Senate Aide and Past President of AAPD

· Max Starkloff Lifetime Achievement Award: Pat Figueroa, Lifelong Independent Living Advocate
· Women’s Caucus Award: Maureen Hollowell 

· Diversity Committee Award: DEAF Way Interpreting & Community Services

 

Regional Advocacy Awards: 

 
· Dennis Heaphy, Region I

· George Hoehmann, Region II

· Mark Derry, Region III

· Dave Zilles, Region IV

· Access Living, Region V

· Harvey Spears, Region VI

· Kansas Association of CILs, Region VII

· Nancy Bentley, Region VIII

· David Carey, Region IX

· Linda McClain, Region X

 
2012 Corporate Sponsors

 
NCIL thanks the following corporate sponsors for their support and partnership in 2012:

 
· AAPD

· AARP

· Amtrak

· AT&T

· Amerigroup

· Etrinity

· CIL Suite / Q90

· Arizona Bridge to Independent Living

· Accessible Bath Technologies

· American Association for Homecare

· Bender Consulting Services

· Brown, Goldstein, and Levy, LLP

· Centene Corporation

· Living Independence Network Corporation (LINC) 

· IndependenceFirst
· HSC Foundation

· Mitsubishi

· Pride Mobility

· Regional Center for Independent Living

· Walgreens

 
A Sampling of Member Accomplishments

 
· The West Virginia SILC successfully advocated for restored state funding for independent living services, which enabled CILs in WV to keep 269 individuals with disabilities in their own homes.

· In Chicago, Access Living helped shepherd the passage and signing into law of Public Act 97-0866, which sets forth common definitions and minimum requirements for nursing homes to control the risk of injury to residents and staff.  

· Disability Network Southwest Michigan transitioned 60 people with disabilities out of nursing facilities and into community based living, saving Michigan taxpayers over $3,000,000. 

· Arizona Bridge to Independent Living’s Empowering Youth Transition Program provided 86 interactive presentations and independent living skills workshops for 678 youth, their families, and teachers. 

· In Maryland, Independence Now trained 41 people to navigate the fixed route transportation system and travel independently, saving the local paratransit system nearly $50,000 a year.

· The Virginia SILC received the first-ever Commissioner’s Award for Livable Communities, which recognized the Council for their efforts to create more accessible and affordable housing units, promote the use of universal design, and educate communities about the housing rights of people with disabilities. 

· Working collaboratively with the other CILs in Wisconsin, IndependenceFirst helped persons with disabilities obtain 64 loans totaling $431,406 to purchase assistive technology.

· The disABILITY Resource Center of Knoxville, Tennessee trained 9 youth on employment information and resources as well as offered hands-on employment experience through their 2012 Summer WorkABILITY Academy. The program boasted a 100% retention rate and 90% of students obtained employment or returned to school.

· REACH of Fort Worth, Dallas, Denton, and Plano, TX implemented another successful year of Project Ramp by constructing 51 ramps and installing 115 grab bars and 37 handrails in the homes of low-income residents with mobility impairments.  
Independent Living Training and Events

 
IL NET is a national training and technical assistance project for Centers for Independent Living (CIL-NET) and Statewide Independent Living Councils (SILC-NET) operated by NCIL in partnership with ILRU and APRIL that focuses on: 

 
· Deinstitutionalization / Community Services and Supports

· Outreach to Unserved and Underserved Populations

· Consumer Control

· Peer Mentoring of CILs and SILCs
· Systems Advocacy
· Data Collection and Reporting

 
In 2012, NCIL presented 3 national onsite trainings and 18 webinars, reaching more than 1300 people. The IL Net program also provided technical assistance to thousands in the Independent Living community.  

 
National Onsite Trainings: 

 
· Finding & Expanding Housing Opportunities Parts I & II *
· Influencing Policy *
National Teleconferences and Webinars:

 
· A Conversation with US DOT

· Marketing for CILs *

· Effective Partnerships to Increase Accessible, Affordable, Integrated Housing Parts I & II *

· Managed Care and the Independent Living Movement Parts I & II *

· Disability Statistics Parts I & II †
· Developing an Outcomes-Focused SPIL †
· Strengthening Partnerships: Fostering Statewide Collaboration Parts I & II †
· Get to the Core of It: Best Practices in the Four Core Services Parts I – V *

· Putting your Aging and Disability Partnerships to Work for your Bottom Line

· Filing Complaints to Leverage Olmstead Enforcement: The Kansas Experience *

 * CIL-NET
† SILC-NET
Strategic Plan Priorities 2012

 
Improve Infrastructure
 
· Ensure staff capacity to meet organizational membership needs and priorities

· Strengthen NCIL Committees and Subcommittees

· Foster new leadership and diversity with input and assistance from CILs and SILCs

· Provide focused leadership to members

· Create and promote the NCIL “Brand”

 
Develop NCIL Membership
 
· Expand and improve member services and benefits

· Recruit new members

· Develop leadership training and development

· Develop and implement board recruitment process

· Ensure that every member of the Board of Directors makes or secures an annual donation

 
Create Systems to Secure Funding Support in the Short- and Long-Term
 
· Generate restricted and unrestricted revenue from corporations

· Generate program-related funding and operational support from foundations

· Generate broad support from individuals

· Secure in-kind support for goods and services

· Create a National Honorary Advisory Board to promote NCIL’s visibility

· Increase membership revenue

· Develop opportunities for revenue through sale of unique products and services 

 
Expand NCIL’s Impact on Legislation & Policy as It Positively Impacts People with Disabilities
 
· Improve communication with members

· Be the “go to” organization for Independent Living issues

· Build and launch a new NCIL website; increase website traffic

· Increase awareness of issues facing people with disabilities and the principles of IL Philosophy

Statement of Financial Position*

 
Revenues:

 

Membership
Dues
  $282,694 (24%)

Grants & Programs
  $563,838 (49%)

Annual Conference
  $245,515 (21%)

Donations

  $43,070 (4%)

Other Income
  $17,435 (2%)

Total 2012 Income
  $1,152,552

 
Expenses:

 

Advocacy & Programs

$467,996 (38%)

Administration & Finance

$178,176 (14%)

Training & Assistance

$377,298 (31%)

Annual Conference


$203,303 (17%)

Total 2012 Expenses

$1,226,773

 
Assets:

 

Current Assets
$197,483.79 

Prepaid Expenses
$10,179.82 

Inventory

$1,434.14

Fixed Assets

$5,968.99 

Deposits

$14,556.50 

Total Assets

$229,623.24 

 
Liabilities and Fund Balance:


 

Liabilities and Restricted Funds
$111,771.62

Net Assets/Unrestricted Reserve
$117,851.62

Total Liabilities and Net Assets
$229,623.24

 
NCIL would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation to the following people,
who contributed financially in support of our mission in 2012:

· Access living

· Alden Knowlton

· Alliance of People with Disabilities

· Angela Lindig

· Ann McDaniel

· Arbor Soft

· Arizona Bridge to Independent Living

· Barbara Kornblau

· Ben Barrett

· Bexley Activities Club

· Bob & Betty Kavanaugh

· Bob Michaels

· Bruce Darling

· Bryon MacDonald

· Carol Tyson

· Cathie Jo Crane

· Charlotte Stewart

· CIL for Western Wisconsin, Inc.

· Claire Chantler 

· Colleen Starkloff

· Connie Garner

· Corrine Dietrich

· Crystal Christensen

· Cynthia Carlisi

· Dan Kessler

· Dana Gover

· Darrell Jones

· Dee Fleetwood

· Diane Coleman

· Diane Rovai

· Disability Policy Consortium

· Fred Johnson

· Garrett Hulett

· George Jesien

· Georgia SILC

· Gerald & Jeanne Kraus

· Gordon Richins

· Gregory Care

· Harriet G. Hall

· Heidi James Frost

· Helena Berger

· Idaho SILC

· ILC of the Hudson Valley, Inc.

· IndependenceFirst

· Jan Derry

· Jane & Bob Fuchs

· Jeff Hughes

· John and Rita Mayers

· John Chappell

· Joyce Bender

· Joyce Warner

· Julie Ballinger

· Julie Nepveu

· Karen McCulloh

· Kathy Brill

· Kay & Kent Holley

· Kelly Buckland

· Kenneth Hoff

· Kristina Carrier

· Larry Minnix

· Laura & Robert Ervin

· Laurie Elinoff

· Lee Page

· Leon Williams

· Leslie Myers

· Linda Pogue

· Lisa Hayens

· Lisa Sloane

· Lou Ann Kibbee

· Lydia Igitol

· Lynnae Ruttledge

· Margaret Station

· Mark Derry

· Mark Leeper

· Mary Brougher

· Mary Lopez

· Megan Kirshbaum

· Merrill Friedman

· Michael Morris

· Michael Winter

· Mike Volpe

· Molina Healthcare

· Northern West Virginia CIL, Inc.

· Ohio SILC

· Patricia Buff

· Patricia Puckett

· Patricia Stevenson

· Patrick Reinhart

· Phil & Tina Zahn

· Phil Pangrazio

· REACH Resource CIL

· Roberta McEachern

· Roberta Sick

· Ronna Jones

· Roxan Perez

· Ron Jansen

· Sara Sack

· Sarah Launderville

· Shannon Jones

· Sheila Simmons

· Southern CA Rehabilitation Services

· Stephanie Brady

· Steve Thovson

· Sue & Ray Johnson

· Texas Association of CILs

· The Ability Center of Greater Toledo

· The Louis J. & Ruth G. Herr Foundation

· Thomas Earle

· Three Rivers CIL

· Tim Fuchs

· Tony Sauer

· Tony Young

· Virginia Association of CILs

· West Virginia SILC

· Yoshiko Dart

· Zelda Garver

